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(57) Abstract: An authentication method is provided that is 
based on a reference object, such as an authentication label 
attached to an optical disc. The authentication label has a 
three-dimensional distribution of particles. For the purposes 
of authentication it is determined whether there is in fact a 
three-dimensional particle distribution. Next a two-dimen- 
sional data acquisition step is performed for the purpose of 
authentication. This method is particularly useful for copy 
protection. 
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